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SHLECTMEN anno TREASURER’S 


REPORT, 


We, the undersigned, Selectmen and Treasurer of Swanzey, re- 
spectfully submit the following financial report for the year ending 
March 1, 1871. 


APRIL INVOICE, 1870. 


Total valuation, including polls, $536,382 00 
Rate per cent on one hundred dollars, 3 10 
Tax resulting, $16,627 84 

« on 83 male Dogs, 83 00 

« «¢ 15 female “ 30 00 
Non-resident highway tax, 88 19 
School-house tax, No. 7, 410 60 
Amount committed to the collector, $17,239 63 


RECKIPTS FOR 1870. 


Cash remaining in the Treasury, March 1, 
1870, $2,226 82 
Tax in hands of collector for 1869, 2,021 78 


$4748 60 


4 
MONEY BORROWED. 


March 16, 1870, Susanna Bryant, $184 
“« 16, “ Lydia W. Holbrook, 60 
“16, “ Adams Kingsbury, 2,000 
« 16, “ Henry A. Spear, 500 
« 16, “ — Emily P. Spear, 285 

May 26, “ Rebecca Williams, 70 

June 14, “ Rachel Wescott, 100 

Septr. 1, “ Alvin Starkey, 8,025 
«28, “ Sophronia Hunt, 271 

Oct. 1, “ Joel Hammond, 200 
‘ I, “: Mrs. J. W. Frink, 2,000 

Jan. 16, 1871, Marshall Rixford, 363, 

RECEIPTS CONTINUED. 

Received from the State, Savings Bank tax 
for 1870, $616 

Received from the State, Railroad tax for 
1870, 242 

Received from the State, Literary Fund, 1870, 133 

ae « «County, for support of 
A. J. Underwood, 76 
Received from the County for support of 
~ Sarah Dickinson, 221 
Received from sale of Town Bonds, 300 
TAIN ia “¢ old Hearse, 7 


36. 
00 
00 


$14,510 32 


$1,598 11 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid §. Faulkner, Selectman for 1869, $125 00 
“ ©. H. Howard, « fear "tt 116 00 
“« G. W. Willis, « tb rears $6 110 00 
« G.I. Cutler, 8. 8S. Committee for 1869, 50 00 
cS és « Town Clerk, er 42 53 
«“ K. Howes, « ‘Treasurer,  “ 30 00 
“« Vl A. a sea Collector, “ 1868, 65 00 
pon & v“ “« 1869, 75 00 
«“ Geo. Whitcomb, Sexton, for 1869 & 1870, 44 00 

Paid State Treasurer, State Tax, $2,532 00 
‘“ County <“ County Tax, 1,636 54 


$057 


$4,168 


REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid W. C. Belding, Labor on Highway, $18 
« KR. Hovey, . u. 4 
« Ki. Hill, “ “ 2 
« G. W. Willis, “and Materials on Bridge, 7 
*“ H. Holbrook, “on Highway, yi. 
« leander Page, <“ mA 3 
« Allen Beal, Breaking Roads, 1869, 1870, 7 
« J. N. Forristall, Highway receipt, non-res., 18 
“ Geo. Cross, Snowing Bridge, 1869, 1870, 8 
*“ Geo. H. Moore, « “ “ + 
« R. Stowell, «“ «“ “ 7 


25 
00 
00 
80 
00 
00 
29 
44 
00 
00 
00 


* 


Paid 


6 


HK. F. Read, Bridge Timber and Plank, 8 95 


Martin Cook, « ss 7 65 
C. L. Russell, « sf 21 48 
J. Parsons, «“ «sc 8 37 
B. ¥. Lombard,“ “ 24 32 
G. E. Whitcomb, Bridge Plank and Labor 

on Highway, 8 45 
A. A. Ware, Bridge Plank and Labor on 

Bridges, 43 38 
R. Bolles, Labor on Highway, 23 75 
Geo. Leonard,“ ‘6 14 00 
Benj. Snow, “ ss 7 50 
Oramon Snow,“ «6 8 00 
Kverett Holbrook, Labor on Highway, 1869, 5 00 
Thayer Thompson, « ts | 3 07 


Marshall Rixford, Work on Slate Bridge, 15 00 
W. L. Ballou, Labor and Materials on Bridge,12 00 
Henry Eames, “ on Highway, 10 95 
D. Parsons, “ on Covered Bridges,’70, 5 50 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


District No. 1, F. B. Forristall, $99 98 
co 06 A. W. Banks, 187 387 
bs A Head: 103 57 
« « 4, Hi. Stone, 95 96 
‘ «“ 5, D. Parsons, 144 69 
és « 6, O. F. Oakman, T1 (25 
coos 66 ES BB Read, 121 69 
« « 8 B. Corlis, 115 85 
« « 9 TL, N. Howes, 108 79 
é< « 10, E. R. Simonds, 167 42 
« « 11, H. Abbott, 232) 41 
“ ee , L. Hill l, — 88 TT 
cen Re TS) Gaal 


Cutler, | 152 98 


$309 11 


$1,640 73 
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NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 


Emily P. Spear, three notes and interest, $285 25 
Adams Kingsbury, two “ «< 2,582 63 
Susanna Bryant, interest, 70 
C. Whitcomb & Co., interest, 600 00 
John Withington, note and interest, 154 09 
L. J. Knight, interest, 40 50 
Noah Perry, note and interest, oo MOB a OS 
Congregational Society, “ 7 20 
Henry Newman, note and interest, 1,100 50 
Phebe Wheeler, interest, 34 97 
J. D. Ware, 6 21 00 
Rebecca Williams, note and interest, 70 70 
Noah Youngman, endorsed on note, 100 00 
Benjamin Marvin, interest, 6C 00 
Cheshire Prov. Inst. for Savings, notes and int. 4,240 28 
Clarissa Woodcock, note and interest, Dine 
Sarah Willis, interest, 30.00 
A. L. P. & Hi. BR. Bailey, interest, 90 00 
D. R. Marshall, 6 18 00 
Almerine Spear, é6 95 50 
A. &. J. Holbrook, “ 185 45 
Samuel Page, note and interest, 1,042 33 
Aurelia Whitcomb, endorsed on note. 10 00 
B. Pierce, note and interest, 4,292 67 
Jackson boys, endorsed on note, 183 60 
K. S. Crouch, interest, 19 08 
A. Starkey, notes and interest, 8,525 00 
John Stratton, interest, 60 00 
Thomas Prime, note and intcrest, 237 60 
Aurelia Whitcomb, interest, 6 39 
Kk. Howes, interest, . 78 00 
Martha Fisher, note and interest, 252 81 
Sophronia Hunt, « ss 292 37 
R. & G. EH. Whitcomb, =“ ; 90 06 
M. Rixford, note and interest, 363 79 


C. Marble, endorsed on note, 10 00 
Ahaz Cass, “ “ 25 00 
Martha I. Graves, note and interest, 268 50 
Amasa Fuller, “6 “ 107 71 
Henry Spear, interest, 30 00 
Adams Kingsbury, interest, 121 68 
Francis Cook, note and interest, 675 80 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 


Paid Edmund Stone, for quarter ending April 


3d, 1870, $200 00 
« K. F. Read, for the three quarters end- 

ing Jan. 4, 1871, 450 00 
“Reform School, for the support of E. B. 

Perry, 78 00 
“Insane Asylum at Concord for the sup- 

port of Sarah Dickinson, 105 00 

INCIDENTALS. 
Paid Geo. H. Tilden & Co, blank books and 

stationery, $19 43 
«© Henry Metcalf, damage to sheep by dogs, 4 50 
«© Thayer Thompson, “ 4 2 50 
« John Fitzgerald, « és 66 14 00 
“ Alfred Britton,  « v6 wes 2 50 


“« G. I. Cutler, reporting births and deaths 

from April, 1868, to April, 1869, 7d 
« J. N. Forristall, over tax in 1869, 76 
“ Alonzo Farr, “ Jiaeend BW Et 1H 


co or 


$26,864 90 


$833 00 


Paid J. W. Cummings, over tax, 16 50 
« Francis Cook, Hy. te 8 40 
« A. A. Stanley, rey: 9 30 
“Mrs. J. W. Frink,“ « 10 00 
« . P. D. Angier, “meet 31 00 
« J.C. Field, Brea ve 6 20 


Wheeler & Faulkner, counsel fees, 1869, 7 00 
Henry Holbrook, 2d, painting Town House 


and repairing blinds, 210 25 
John Barrus, damage by defect in highway, 3 00 
K. Howes, tolling bell, 3 00 
K. H. Aldrich, tolling bell 1869, 1870, 15 00 
Joseph Perry, watering place, 3 00 
J. W. Cummings, “ « 3 00 
Wm. Read, «sc “ 3 00 
S. Faulkner, car fare transient poor, 3 50 


Abatement of taxes for 1869, 68 67 


$469 39 
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RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS, 
Cash in Treasury March 1, 1870, $2,226 82 
“* in hands of Collector 1869, 2,521 78 


Total amount of Money T'ax committed to 
the Collector on Town Account, 1870, 16,829 03 


Borrowed during the year, 14,510 32 
Received from sale of Town Bonds, 300 00 
« “State, Savings Bank Tax, 1870, 616 68 
“ “6 “Railroad oe 242 57 


« « « Literary Fund, “ 153 11 
‘ ‘  Qounty, for Support of Poor, 298 50 
« “ C. Whitcomb, for Old Hearse, 7 25 


DISBURSEMENTS, 


$37,686 06 


Paid Town Officers, $657 53 
“ State Tax, 2,532 00 
“ County Tax, 1,636 54 
“ Repairs of Highways and Bridges, 309 11 
“Support of Schools, 1,640 73 
‘“« Notes and Interest, 26,864 90 
“ Support of Poor, ) 835 00 
“  Incidentals, 469 39 
Remaining in Collector’s hands, 1,560 77 
ss in Treasury, 1,182 09° 


$37,686 06 
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LIABILITIES. 


NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 


Cheshire Proy. Institution for Savings, 


K. Howes, 

Adams Kingsbury, 
J. D. Ware, 

A. Starkey, 

. Elmira Sawyer, 
Benjamin Pierce, 
Rebecca Williams, 
Congregational Society, 
D. R. Marshall, 

H. J. Clark, 

H. 8. Applin, 
Marshall Rixford, 
Noah Youngman, 
Ahas Cass, 

D. W. Harris, 
Sophronia Hunt, 

OC. Marble, 

John Hamblet, (Talbot Note,} 
KE. 8. Crouch, 

A. Guernsey, 
Almerine Spear, 
Emily P. Spear, 

P. Wheeler, 

A. 8S. Wilber, 

J. ©. Webber, 

C. Whitcomb & Co., 
A. & J. Holbrook, 
Geo. W. Willis, 


$7,400 
1,300 
2,000 
350 
8525 
106 
2.500 
70 
120 
300 


Kliza Whitcomb, 170 00 
Jackson Boys, 950 00 
Aurelia Whitcomb, 100 00 
R. & G. E. Whitcomb, 1,500 00 
B. Corlis, 200 00 
John Stratton, 1,000 00 
Lydia W. Holbrook, 310 00 
Susanna Bryant, | 154 36 
Henry A. Spear, 500 00 
Rachael Wescott, 100 00 
Joel Hammond, 200 00 
Mrs. J. W. Frink, 2,000 00 
Town Bonds, outstanding, 3,800 00 
Estimated interest due on the above Notes 

and Bonds, 900 00 
Estimated due Town Officers for 1870, 600 00 

ASSKTS. 

Cash in hands of Collector, $1,560 77 

« in Treasury, 1,182 09 
Total amount of Liabilities, $52,186 00 

‘6 « Assets, 2,742 -86 


Leaving the Indebtedness of the Town at 
this date, March 1, 1871, 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN FAULKNER, 
CHARLES H. HOWARD, 
ALONZO A. WARE, 


ENOCH HOWES, Town Treasurer. 


$52,186 00 


$2742 86 


$49,443 14 


Selectmen 
of 
Swanzey. 
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REPORT . 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The following Report of the condition of the Common 
Schools of Swanzey, for the year ending March 14, 1871, 
is respectfully submitted : 

The amount of money raised by taxation for the sup- 
port of schools for the past year, as in the two years pre- 
vious, was $1,500.00. To this is added a literary fund 
of $90.00, and $50.75 arising from the taxation on dogs, 
which gives $1,640.73, the full amount expended for 
schools. 

This amount is divided by giving each district $15,00, 
and the remainder according to the valuation. The 
amount thus apportioned to each district is given in ‘Table 
IV. that is annexed to this report. 

The average amount of schooling for each district was 
about eighteen weeks. ‘I‘wenty-two different teachers 
have been employed for the twenty-seven terms of school, 
all being female teachers but one, and have been paid the 
average wages of $26.24 per month, including board. 
Hight of these had taught previously in the same districts, 
but only seven of them taught in town the year before. 
Four of the teachers taught two succeeding terms in the 
same districts. [Further particulars may be learned from 
the ‘Tables annexed. 
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SPECIAL REPORTS. 


* ae y 


District No. 1. ‘The Summer term of this school was 
successfully taught by Miss Martie A. F. Starkey. The 
different classes made good improvement, were prompt in 
their recitations, and appeared to have a good knowledge 
of what they had studied during the term. 

Miss Etta BK. Rockwoop taught the Winter term. The 
appearance of the schooi at the examination was very sat- 
isfactory. The recitations were generally good. The 
scholars had been well drilled in the elements and trained 
in the art of good behavior, which resulted in a decided 
improvement. 

No 2. ‘The Summer term was in charge of Miss Aucusta 
E. Pierce, who is a teacher of considerable experience. 
Here were forty-nine different scholars, and some very in- 
teresting classes that are always bound to do well, and 
make good improvement. ‘lhe register showed only two 
marks of tardiness for the term. 

Mr. Avonzo A. Ware taught the Winter term. ‘This was 
a school of sixty different schollars; twelve being over 
fifteen years of age, but comprising those of nearly every 
age and grade to Le found in the Common School. Mr. 
Ware has a well known reputation which needs no com- 
ment. His thorough acqnaintance with the business of 
teaching and management of schoois, enabled him to make 
of this school all it was possible. 

The citizens of this district have manifested some ad- 
ditional pride and taste within the past year, toward im- 
proving the appearance of their school-grounds, by setting 
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out shade trees. ‘Uhese, if allowed to remain a few years 
undisturbed, will add much to the surrounding attractions 
of the New =chool-house. 

No. 3. Miss Saprina W. Perry taught both the Summer 
and Winter terms of nine weeks each. ‘I'he scholars ap- 
peared very orderly, and good progress must have been 
made under the instruction and faithful attention which 
they received. Your Committee, though unable to be 
present at the final examination, has no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing the success of the teacher, and good appearance 
of the school. 

No. 4. The Summer and Winter terms, in the whole 
comprising seventeen weeks, were successfully taught by 
Miss Anna M. Ettis. ‘There appeared to be a pleasant re- 
lation between the teacher and pupils, and harmony and 
good order prevailed throughout. <A good degree of im- 
provement was shown by the different classes, especially 
in Arithmetic, which received a good share of attention, 
and in this branch some excelled. Among the twenty- 
three different scholars, only three studied Grammar, and 
three Geography! ‘his is not asit should be. Itis a 
mistake for these scholars to spend nearly all their time 
upon one study, without giving some attention to Geogra- 
phy or English Grammar. ‘The register does not show a 
tardy mark for the Summer term, and only two for the 
Winter, and the average attendance was good. 

A successful Select School was also taught by Miss 
Kus, in this district, during the Fall. 

No. 5. Miss Jennie A. F'autkner taught the Summer 
term with her usual good success. ‘The school was very 
orderly. ‘Che attendance was good, and there was not a 
tardy mark during the term. ‘J‘his is an excellent record. 

Miss Emma A. Butiarp, who taught both terms of this 
school the year before, wasemployed in the Winter. The 
teacher, as heretofore, was faithful in the discharge of her 
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duties, and spared no pains in the assistance of her pupils 
who appeared well at the closing examination. 

No. 6. ‘The Summer term was in charge of Miss Mary 
EF’. Fox, who successfully taught in the same district the 
previous year. ‘I'he teacher labored zealously to improve 
her scholars and preserve the necessary regulations tor 
their government. Her efforts met with success, but not 
without slight opposition on the part of a few. 

Miss Ciara A. Oakman taught a term of eleven weeks, 
commencing Oct. 3. Whole number of different scholars 
was nineteen. Although the average attendance was very 
good, there were fourteen tardy marks on the register. 
The scholars learned well during the term, and the parents 
of the district appeared ‘satisfied with their school. 

No. 7. Within the past year a great change has taken 
place in this district. ‘The old school-house has been 
transformed into a new one, and removed from its old 
foundation near the highway toan amplerground. It has 
been enlarged, remodeled, and rebuilt, and is neatly and 
thoroughly finished. {tis furnished with desks well ar- 
ranged, to which are fixed chair seats; and on the whole 
the house presents a modern appearance, and is a credit to 
the district and town. ‘The amount éxpended in the re- 
building of this house, including fencing and grading, is 
estimated at $1200.00 

The school was taught by Miss Emma F. Reap, in two 
terms, the first beginning Sept. 12th. Most of the scholars 
made excellent improvement, and manifested a becoming 
interest in their studies, and a pride in well-oing. Miss 
Reap, with her good qualifications, was enabled to teach 
and manage this school with good success, and with ac- 
ceptance to the district. The discipline of the school was 
excellent, with a happy relation between teacher and 
scholars. 

No. 8. Miss Marrua Jewett taught this school in the 


17 


Summer. There were in all sixteen different scholars who 
were very regular in their attendance, and without a tardy 
mark during the term. Miss Jewett is one of our zealous 
teachers who will inspire a schoo! with a love for study. 
This same teacher also taught the Winter school in No. 13. 

Miss Anere M. Starkey was engaged to teach the Winter 
term, which she commenced in her usual health. But on 
the eighteenth day of her school in the afternoon, while 
hearing a recitation, she complained of a sudden and se- 
vere illness, and was unable to proceed with her teaching. 
~Her scholars, in their alarm, offered her what assistance 
they were able. She was conveyed, in a helpless condi- 
tion, to her boarding-place near by, where she survived 
but afew minutes. In the loss of her, thus stricken down 
in the bloom of life, we are deprived of one of our best 
teachers ; one who wasever successful in her schools, and 
beloved by her pupils. In tribute to her memory, it is fit- 
ting to observe in this Report, that we condole deeply with 
those who were her nearest friends for this sad bereave- 
meut—for the loss of one so dear in the home-circle, and 
so highly esteemed by all who knew her. 

This school was afterwards continued by Miss Eminy 
A. Gowine, who is‘a good teacher, and succeeded well 
with those here under her charge. Your Comuuittee re- 
grets that he could not have attended the examination. 

No. 9. The teacher of the Summer term was Miss Emma 
A. Buttarp.. It was an orderly school, and everything 
connected with the exercises at the examination, was very 
satisfactory, and commendable to both teacher and pupils. 

Miss Emiry R. Batvey, teacher of the Winter term, per- 
formed a good work in this school. A new spirit of inter- 
est and animation was awakoned among the pupils who 
very generally observed good habits of study, and correct 
deportment. Miss Bamey has a method of thoroughness 
and exactness in teaching, which will make her scholars 
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improve. This improvement was shown through all the 
classes. ‘There was a fine class of older scholars, six be- 
ing over sixteen years of age, besides a class ‘of juveniles 
not to be surpassed in their proficiency. 

No. 10. Miss Anna R. Heywarp taught the Summer 
term with fair success. ‘The teacher was faithful to her 
charge, aud as such, deserved the respect and confidence 
of the district. ‘The examination on the last day, although 
no notice of the time was given the teacher, passed off 
very satisfactorily. 

A second term of school, beginning Sept. 12th, was 
taught by Miss Atice M. Rossins. The teacher was well 
qualified, and her instructions were correct, illustrative and 
practical Miss opsins has pleasing and interesting man- 
ners in the school-room. and a faculty to interest the minds 
of her pupils. The attendance was generally very regu- 
lar, and good progress was made. There were but four 
tardy marks, and six scholars were neither absent or tardy. 
Four scholars attended this school from out the district, 
making twenty-seven in all. 

Miss Anna Bates was employed to teach five and one- 
half weeks of Winter school, which should have been con- 
nected with the preceding term under*the former teacher. 
For so young a teacher, under the circumstances, Miss 
Bares did very well. She has some of the qualities of a 
good teacher, which time and experience may develop. 
Her animation in the school-room, and mind for keeping 
order, are worthy qualities which we commend. 

No. 11. There were three terms of schoo! in this dis- 
trict, in the whole twenty-four and three-fifths weeks. 
The Summer and Fall terms were taught by Miss Mary J. 
Becktey, who is a competent teacher. ‘There was good 
improvement during both terms. Considerable amount of 
work was done in Arithmetic, which was the chief study 
of some of the scholars. The classes in Geography ap- 
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peared weli. One class in Grammar made excellent im- 
provement. 

Miss F. B. York commenced the Winter term, a teacher 
very highly recommended. Failing to meet the require- 
ments of a teacher for this district, she was advised to give 
up the school, which she accordingly did, after teaching 
about one week. 

Miss Netuie A.Woop afterward took charge of the school, 
who with her experience and superior qualifications as 
a teacher, was able to fulfil all the necessary requirements 
and give excellent satisfaction. The record of Miss Woop’s 
school is an excellent one, and reflects much credit. 

No. 12. ‘There was but one term of school kept by 
Miss Litta G. Wittarp, which commenced August 15th. 
Only seven different scholars were in attendance. The 
school proved all we had reason to expect. 

The present condition of the school-house in this district 
is deplorable. But we believe the people have decided to 
make'some repairs on this house before they have another 
school; and indeed they should ! 

No. 13. The Summer term was taught by Miss Emity 
R. Baitey, and the Winter term by Miss Martua Jewett. 
There were seventy-one different schoiars in attendance 
during the year. ‘l’o manage and teach a mixed school 
like this, containing scholars of so many ages, grades and 
different nationalities, is not a task very easy and agree- 
able to every teacher. Both succeeded in working the 
material of this school to the best advantage, and with 
satisfaction to the district. It was noticed on the Sum- 
mer’s Register, that fourteen scholars for the eight weeks, 
were neither absent or tardy, and that there were twenty- 
one tardy marks. During’ this term the discipline was 
good. 

During the Winter term only three were neither absent 
or tardy for the ten and one-half weeks; and there were 
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one hundred and forty tardy marks. This habit of going 
late to school, which is confined mostly to a few families 
in this district, has its remedy at home with those parents 
whose duty it is to see that their scholars are in season at 
school. 'The school made good advancement during both 
its terms. 

This district should be united with No. 11, of which it 
was formerly a part, and form one district with a graded 
system of schools. The advantages which would be de- 
rived from this reunion is obvious to every interested per- 
son. ‘The same amount of school money would afford 
more schooling, with much better advantages to every’ 
scholar. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


It gives pleasure to be able to report that a good degree 
of prosperity has generally attended our schools during the 
past year, although some of them have proved more suc- 
cessful than others, and that among these schools we have 
had so many good ones that were creditable to themselves 
and the Town of Swanzey. 

But the difference of schools, as shown in the foregoing 
Special Reports, does not signify altogether that difference 
of teachers. A good teacher can do very much toward 
making a school what it should be, but not the whole 
work. ‘The responsibilities of a poor school often times 
rests very much upon others connected with the interests 
of that school, and are not always to be shuffled off upon 
the teacher, as the only one to bear the burthen of every 
fault belonging to the district. Yet the employment of a 
suitable teacher has much to do with success of a school ; 
and it should be understood by the Prudential Committees, 
more generally than now, that too much care and judg- 
ment cannot be exercised by them in making their selec- 
tions. Any lack of literary qualification is, indeed, a fail- 
ing, but it does not always prove the worst failing. The 
manners of a teacher may be uncultivated, or generally 
displeasing in the school-room, before those young and sus- 
ceptable minds in charge. There may be a want of apti- 
tude to teach, and judgment and ability to manage, and 


what is worse, that lack of energy and animation which 
is necessary to interest and arouse the minds of scholars, 
and inspire them with a love for study and the school. 

That old and ever-annoying habit of whispering, and 
otherwise communicating among pupils during the times 
for study and recitation, has continued in a few of our 
schools to maintain a thriving existence, and with but very 
little opposition from those teachers. A teacher cangot be 
very successful in doing much good for a school who, for 
a day, will tolerate such evil. None but a defective 
teacher will allow such disorder, so ruinous to a school to 
exist. ‘hose scholars who indulge in such habits should 
be made to know that they do so in violation of the rules 
of good order, and the teacher should not fail to remind 
them of the evil effects and consequences of these gross 
liberties, and if they persist in their violations they should 
be kindly admonished and treated with a purpose, and to 
a thorough conviction that these rules of schoo] must be re- 
spected and obeyed. Some tachers have either not the 
courage to correct misdemeanor, or else they have not the 
disposition to do so, and they appear strangely indifferent 
or blind, as to the various business enlerprises going on in 
the school-room, giving their attention only to a single ob- 
ject or subject. A little more of that individual discernment 
would bea usetul faculty, or auxiliary to them, and would 
enable such to manage and teach school with better suc- 
cess and acceptance. But those kind parents, who cannot 
acknowledge or see the errors of their children, do not like 
to have them corrected at school for misdemeanor, and 
that teacher, who thus attempts to vindicate the rights and 
tules of the school-room, by making an example of their 
children, would most surely incur their displeasure. 

This lack of co-operation has its bad effects in our 
schools. It serves to discourage and embarass those teach- 
ers of less experience and self-assurance. By this the 


or 
prosperity of a school may be seriously affected, for which 
those parents themselves are, in a large degree, responsi- 
ble. But all this wonld not influence the management of 
a teacher of the rightstamp, whose method is to distribute 
equal justice and attention to every scholar, and neglect 
nothing which should be done. 

The law defines that the Prudential Committee shall se- 
lect and hire teachers for the district, notify the Superin- 
tending Committee of the commencement and close of the 
schools, and give them such information and assistance as 
may be necessary for the performance of their duties. It 
is sufficient to say that the above duties have not always 
been faithfully attended to. 

District agents have generally, no doubt, full confidence 
in their own judgment to select, and that their selections 
will be approved of by the Superintendent who, be it 
known, has the right to reject any teacher not properly 
qualified, or to dismiss one who shall be found unfit to 
teach, or whose services are unprofitable to the school, or 
who shall not conform to the prescribed regulations. 

Before commencing a term of school it is proper for the 
teacher to obtain a certificate from the Committee. But 
some do not regard this pre-requisite, but wait for the 
teacher to come to them. Although this may be intended 
only to save trouble, it is not the best practice to follow. 

School Registers should be filled out and promptly delivered 
at the close of school, as required by law which is printed 
upon every one of them. Doing this would save great in- 
convenience and delay in going about town to collect them, 
besides notifying teachers out of town to forward their 
registers which they take home to fill out at their leisure, 
and afterwards forget. It should be understood that 
teachers are not entitled to their wages until their work is 
done—until their registers are properly filled out and de- 
livered. 
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Citizens and friends of Education:—You have an inter- 
est in the wellfare of our Common Schools, and so your 
works and influence should be directed toward their im- 
provement. If you would improve them, for they are not 
yet perfect, you must lend your assistance in the work of 
educational reform, and help to awaken among the people 
and yourselves more of a public sentiment in their favor, 
so that all may see and know that our Common Schools 
have their importance. ‘These schools should be reckoned 
among the most honored institutions of our land; and itis 
evident that they should be more highly favored as such. 
They are the nurseries of the intelligence and enterprise — 
of an enlightened country. ‘They are emphatically the 
colleges of our common people, where still at the present 
day, as has ever been, most of our young men and women 
graduate to enter upon the business of life; and they are 
poorly or better qualified, according to the advantages that 
are here afforded. Here correct training, and the best el- 
ementary instruction is ever necessary; for it is in the 
public school, as well as at the fire-side at home, where 
the mind of youth receive many of those living impressions 
which afterward mark the character of that man or wo- 
man. For such reasons, if for none other, our Common 
Schools demand more of a consideration ; and we have 
one common interest in improving them till they become 
all that it is possible for them to be, models in themselves. 

G. I. CUTLER, 
Supt. School Com. 
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SUMMER AND FALL SCHOOLS. . 


DISTRICTS, ‘ ‘ ; ; : lel 


EV ie Vee VL VEL EV LEG [EX oe eT |*X1.|* X11] XII. 
Length of School in weeks, : ‘ es ee: bo 8 10 | 84 7 D4 tO NOs | re D P4685 O-1 > 8 
Whole number of pupils, —. eat 271 49 | 21 | 20 | 18 | 21 | 33 116 | 211 24 | 93°] 371371 71] 59 
Males, : ' . : F A 15] 21 | 10 2 7 | 10 | 15 7 0451 1d (12-7 15: i $8 2} 21 
Females, ; ; . : ; bs lB Us gs Sd Pe Pe oe 9 7} 18 }-11.] 22 | 19 | -5 | 99 
Average attendance, . ; ‘ . 25) 41 | 18 | 173) 16 | 173)"284 | 143 | 19 | 2124 18%) 333} 32 | 6 | 4324 
Number of pupils over 16 years, . : arate Pea eee Peay 3 a 1 Bua) t= OL bf acheter Qtek 
Number of tardinesses, ; : : il! 32 3 Es oe ee pla ks OY a 0 4 3 4; 21 | 27 3 | 21 
Number not absent one-half day, . ~ A ee A 8} 4 3 7 6 0 9 LD f: 0} 15 
Number not tardy, . ; : : 22 48 | 18 | 20 | 13 | 138 | 25 | 16 | 17 | 20] 18} 298 | 25 | 5] 38 
Number neither absent or tardy, . ; 6, 14 2 8 4 2 7 6 7 8 7 8 | 5 - [Ai 
Number of visits of Supt. Committee, Mia | Met oe | A Ret a 1 eee | i ek Oh a ie hae | 4 
Number of visits by Prudentiat Committee, Af a1 1 1 0 1 0) 2 1 1 1 | ou OG aS 
Number of visits by Citizens and others, 28] 23 | 27 | 26 | 35 | 2] 10 | 18 | 72] 39 | 45 | 60 | 38] 20] 44 
Wages of Teacher per mo., including board,! $21] 32 | 22 | 18 | 24 | 10 |20 00;25 00] 25 | 24 | 26 | 28 | 28 | 173] 96 


* Fall Terms. 


—— 


TABLE II. 


WINTER SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICTS, ; ; : : ; I. Oi) Side TLV. Vs -| Mls VER WIIL  . X. | XI. | XII.| XIII. 
Length of School in weeks, . ; | 74 | 8 9 Dy je O fad | 11 8 | 11 54 5 104 
- Whole number of Pe: ee The 28 |60 | 26 | 23 | 22 “| 19 | 88 | 16 -| 24 | 15 | 48 56 
Males, . , : : 17 | 29 | 13 thdglhl~*| Lbc0) AD t-aerie 8 | 20 28 
Females, . . ° ‘ : ‘ 11 hed 1 1S LG tek 1 9..] 19 ert ed we TS e2irest a2 28 
Average attendance, . : ‘ ‘ 253 | 55 | 22 | 193 | 19 | 16 | 83 | 153 | 203 | 12 | 393 | & | 484 
Number of pupils over 16 years, . , 2 8 2 2 5 0 8 1 6 1 bec S14 
Number of tardinesses, . ; 8 11 + 2 5 14 6 9 6 0 7 » {140 
Number not absent one-half day, . | 5 8 5 eed Ba Ye BS 8 4-11} 3-}-9 
Number not tardy, . . e 20.451 | 23 tQl aiekinc | i1B | 32 sieldoek 20) 15> 1239 = 17 
Number neither absent or tardy, ° ‘ 9 , 19 4 7 5 2 9 7 5 Aw PAL 3 
Number of visits of Supt. Committee, 2 2 | 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 Z 4 
Number of visits by Prudential Committee,} 1 1 1 0 1 ol 1 1 2 0 1 4 
Number of vi8its by Citizens and others, 34 | 55 a 42 | 30 | 45 | 11 | 42 | 22 | 36 6 | 75 47 


Wages of Teacher per mo., including board,!$30 00|50 00/24 00/22 00/27 00]19 00/24 00/30 00/28 00|24 00|53 00 31 00 


TABLE III. 


—oOoOoeeeaaQQqQqQqQqqQjqQqQg&&zgz— a ee 


SUMMER AND FALL SCHOOLS. ~* WINTER SCHOOLS. 
Dists. |Prudential Committees. — . —_—_— 
Teachers. Residences, Teachers. Residence. 
No. 1.| Franklin Forristall, |Miss Mattie A. F. Starkey, | Swanzey. Miss Ella E. Rockwood, Swanzey. 
No. 2.| Alanson W. Banks, |Miss Augusta E. Pierce, Chesterfield. |Mr. Alonzo A. Ware, | Swanzey. 
No. 3.) Albert G. Read, Miss Sabrina W. Perry, Swanzey. Miss Sabrina W. Perry, Swanzey. « 
No. 4.| Edmund Stone, Miss Anna M. Ellis, Swanzey. Miss Anna M. Ellis, Swanzey. 
No. 5.) Orloe E. Parsons, Miss Jennie A. Faulknex, Westport. Miss Emma A. Bullard, West Swanzey. 
No. 6.} Orin F. Oakman, Miss Mary F. Fox, West Swanzey.|Miss Clara A. Oakman, West Swanzey. 
No. 7., Edwin F. Read, Miss Emma F. Read, Westport. Miss Emma F. Read, Westport. 
No. 8.| Bailey Corlis, Miss Martha Jewell, Winchester. Ca oR elGoriten eee 
No. 9.; Lyman N. Howes, Miss Emma A. Bullard, West Swanzey.|Miss Emily R. Bailey, Swanzey. 
: *Miss Anna R. H d,; Charlestown. : 
Wo. 10.| Edmund R. Simonds, } {Mice Alice M. Robbins, Kenna, a a ae aeee Keene. 
. iss F. B. York, Jamaica, Vt. 
No. 11.! Henry Abbott, Mary J. Beckley, Keene. ; Miss Nellie A. Wood, Winchester. 
No. 12.| Lawson Hill, Miss Lilla G. Willard, Winchester. 
No. 13.; Geo. I. Cutler. Miss Emily R. Bailey, Swanzey. Miss Martha Jewell, Winchester. 


* Teacher of Summer Term, t Teacher of Fall Term. t Deceased. 


TABLE IV. 

Number of |Av. Attend./Amount to each|Amount to each 
DISTRICTS: 1" S cholate’ s|farthe yeat.(a | Didiridh. att ae 
No. 1. 30 - 95 25 299 98 $3 33 
No. 2. | 65 48 00 187 37 2 88 
No. 3. | 27 2000 | 108 87 3 83 
No. 4, 24 18 95 | 95 96 4 00 
No.” 6. be) (22 2000 | 144 69 6 58 
No. 6. O4 16.75 | Tk 25% at 2 97 
No. . 7. 40) 30 75 121 69 3 04 
No. 8. 16 : 15 00 115 85 7 24 
No. (9. eo ey 19 75 108 79 4 03 
No. 10. 28 17 58 167 42 5 98 
No. 11 52 37 80 232 41 4 47 
No. 12 7 5 00 38 77 5 63 
No. 13. 114) ee dg 152 98 215 
| 433 | 319 94 | $1.640 73 | Av. 3 79 


DR PES ode Oh A ei es water. 


